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Orders and Succeſſion 


= In WHICH 
The As PERSILION of * Nagg's- 


Head CONSECRATION is ſet in a 
Short, 8 and ;Conciſc Light. 


3 of the Church of England. 
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of ENGLAND. 


F our Adverſaries had been 
ſo modelt in their Religi- 
ous Diſpute, as to wave 
unchriſtian Language, un- 
kind Reflect ions, and re- 

. = proachful Terms; Truth 
might have been ſtruck out bright, 

land clear from Oppoſition: But as 

„  _ Heat 


— Aragorn erate. 


T ˙ ͤ ˙mͥĩß p wn Se I or nn nr oe > 


— 5 
L Heat and Paſſion parboil all religious 
[ Controverſies, we are as far from Truth, 
Candour and Impartiality, as ever. 


The hard Meaſure dealt to us by 
the Papiſts, in the moſt nice and ten- 
der Part, our Prieſtly Character, has 
| provok'd me to engage with more 
|; Smartneſs, than is agreeable to my 
8 natural Diſpoſition and Temper, ever 
=: tender to the Unfortunate. But Aſſu- 
rance and Confidence are | Monſters, 
4 that require Herculean Exploits to beat 
their Heads off. Therefore I am here 
| their declar'd and profeſs'd Enemy, 
and will give them no Quarter. % 


Theſe Gentlemen have a Fault, com- 
mon with the Eaſtern Elephants, when 
they diſorder their own Ranks, they 
require a Knock on the Pate, to keep 7 
8 R 1 


Or, in this Controverſy, they have 
behav'd themſelves like raſh Players 
at Bowls; they tipp'd down more than 
their Number, and made even St. Peter 
aße in 8 NY 


For Men who pretend to be Chrifti- 
ans, in the firſt Place, to advance an 
| - in- 
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"4 Infallibility on Tradition, in the third; 
and finally, in order to deſtroy the Or- 
dination of our Clergy, to attack all the 


tion; is like Sampſon, they would be 
. glad to periſh themſelves i in our Ruins, 


Mr War; for under pretence 
that our Commiſſions are not good, 
& they bring their Priſoners to the Stake, 


1y, and like Barbarians, roaſt their Cap. 


tives alive. 


. Surrendring at cen will not 
ſer ve our Turns; ſpiritual Rebels have 


Faith to be kept with them. 
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1 I. Set down the Evidences in gene- 
2 ral tor the Conſecration of our Bi- 


© infallible Head, in the ſecond; to lay 
all their, Streſs for the Proof of this 


2 ſtrongeſt Proofs for Chriſtianity, for 
their Papal Succeſſion, and for T radi- 


This i 15 Haden, on their ſide, a moſt 


no Right to the Law of Arms, nor is 


Jo get this Controverſy concerning 
our Ordination in a true and proper 


B 2 gf: II. Ap- 


a 
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II. py iy thoſs Avideyoes to e 
| ticular act, in Diſpute. | ON 
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1 II. Compare thoſe Exidences, with 
. tee in all Ages. 


|; IV. Bring them Wer to the Teſt o 

| Catholick Tradition; and collate Rb 
E traditional Proots for the Bi- 
1 ble and for Chriſtianity. 


This is all [ deſtine for the firſt Part. 
* See Ee he E. E . 


CHAP. 3 


The Evidences in general for the 
rn of our Biſhops. 


"I "HEN the See becomes void, 

405 there iſſueth a Writ out of 
the Exchequer, to ſeize the Tempora- 
ities into the King's Hands. 


2. He grants his Congo 4 Elire to 
the Dean and . 


r 


bh * Se: Biſhop Bramhall, Works, Tom. 1, p: 446. 


n 


1112 7 897 


Vp ont they its a Biſhop: 
or ccni their Eleglon to the King, 


under 5 common Seal of the —_— 


8 


Yer as Neerurt of this Certi | 


fe the King grants a Commiſſion 


to the Arch-bi hop, or to other Bi. 
ſhops, to examine the Election, and 


to confirm it; ahd after Confirmation, 


to proceed to the Conſecration. This 


Commiſſion, muſt paſs. thro. the Sig- 


net-Office, and Chiancery' atteſted by 


the Clerks of both, and ſighed by the 


Lord 3 and Lord Privy: Seal, 


and be inr olled. 


int * the Receipt of this . 
5 the Biſhops meet at Botos, where, 


with the Aſſiſtance of the Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Judges of the Realm, the Dean of 


the Arches, the Judges of the Preroga- 


tive, and Audience, with their Regiſ- 
ters, to actuate what is done, they con- 
firm the Election. 


6. Some few Days aſter, che Com 


. miſſioners procced 0 Conſecration at 


Lambeth, with Sermon and Sacra- 
ment, in che Preſence of Publick No- 
taries, 


(6). 


taries, who reduce every thing that is 
done, with all the Circumſtances, into 
Acts, and enter them into the Regiſter 
of the See of Canterbury. ; 


. The Arch- Biſhop maketh the Cer- 
n of the Conſecration, with all 
the Circumſtances, under his Archiepiſ- 
copal Seal: Thereupon the King l 
the new Biſhop's Oath of Fealty, and 
commands that he be put into the Ac- 
tual Poſſeſſion of his Biſhopr' ick. 


8. He is inthron'd, and at his In- 
8 M ee his Ordination! is publick- 
MF; read. 


A Writ of Summons lues to the 
Sheriff, from the Exchequer, to reſtore 
him to his Temporalities. 5 


Let me add, that before the Confir- 
mat ion, there is publick Notice given, 
That if any Perſon have any thing to 
object, either againſt the Party, or 
x Legality of the Election, he ſhall 
come and tender his Exceptions at the 
Time appointed, 


Theſe I lay down ; ; if our Adverſa- 
ries have any more to add, which at- 


fect 
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feed the preſent Controverſy, let them 


oblige 55 World chere wien, in | their 


Anſwer, 


8 eee dense de 0 


CHAP. II. 


Tie Application of theſe Evi- 


ences, to the Matters of Fact 
in — 


UR Adverfarips pretend, that 
the Pillars, on which we build 
our Church, in the Reign of Queen 


| Elisabeth, were Anti-Biſhops, for want 


of the Impoſition of Epiſcopal Hands. 


ye derive our Succeſſion from Par- 
ber, who was conſecrated Arch-Biſhop 
of Canterbury, by William Barlow, firit 
Biſhop of Sz. Aſaph, then of St. Davids, 
180 of Bath and Wells, and at 


that time Ele& of Chicheſter. 


John Scory, formerly Biſhop of Chi: 


Ss 8 1 1 then Elect of Hereford. 


Miles Coverdate, formerly Biſhop of 
John 


A 
1 4 F t 
IT. xeter. 
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hy Ho kins Suffraga an a Bim of 
1957 ah 0 0 


My Buſinek: is to prove, that theſe 
four conſecrated Parker, in the Chapel 
of Lambeth, which . deſtroys all their 
Pretenſions,” to a Nas Head Conſe 
cration. 1 e = 


Þ 7 Upon piles Death, a Wit i0wa 
out of the Exchequer, to ſeize the Tem- 
poralities into the Queen" $ Hands. 


This Matter of Fact, our Adverſa- 
ries cannot think it worth their While 
to diſpute. The ſame Temporalities 
SR a in the Hands of the Crown 
niore than one Year, as by the Patent 
2 Elis. does appear. / 


2. The Conge 4 Hire to the Dean 
and Chapter of Canterbury, is to be 
ſeen in the Rolls, which was dated 
July 18, 1559, about eight Months af- 
rer e died. 


. On the firſt of Aves 72 following, 
Parker was elected, by the ſaid Dean and 
Chapter, as 1s manifeſt by the Regiſter 
of Canterbury; that they certified this E- 
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* lektibn to =; Crown, appears by the 
Commiſſion from the Queen, to confirm 
the faid Election; which exprefly ſays, 
that they had certified the ſame Elec- 
tion, by their Letters Patents directed 
to the Crown. 


4. Upon this Cites: the Gn 
E: grante d two Commiſſions; one dated 
Set. 9. in the ſame Vear, and the 
other, Decey. 6. to examine the Elec- 
tion, coafirm it, and to proceed to Con- 
J ſcration. Theſe are to be ſeen in the 
@ Rolls of Chancery, and in the Arch- 
= Biſhop's Regiſter, 


The firſt Commiſſion was directed 
to Durham, Bath and Wells, Peterl orough, 
4 Lande William Barlowe and John Sco- 
%: The ſecond to Anthony of Llan- 
1 dass, „ Milliam. Barlowe Elect of C hicheſier, 
John Scory Elect of Hereford, Miles Co- 
1 verdale Biſhop of Exeter, Richard Suf- 
fragan of Beaford, Jobn Suffragan of 
E ge and John Bale * of 


5. T hat the Election was confirm'd, 
Decem. g. appears by the Records of 
4 the Confirmation, in the definitive 
* C: . Sen- 


Sentence; a Copy « of which you may ſee 


in Bramball, 


6. After this Confirmation, Decem. 17. 
Parker was conſecrated by William Bar- 
ton, John Scory, Miles Coverdale, John 
Hoagekins. This appears by the OW" 
ſter of the Arch- Biſhop. £ 


7. It appears, by the Queens s Letters 


Patents, dated March 21. following, 


that he had done his Homage, and was 
reſtor'd to his Temporalities. 


8. He was inthron'd, as appears by 
the Regiſtr y of the Dean and Chapter. 


9. He was reſtor'd to his Tempora- 


lities, as has been prov'd. 


Thus far, all appears fair on Parker 8 


fide, We {hall come next to examine 
the Merits of his Conſecrators. 


+ Tg Barlnw has no ſingle Objection, 25 
to Fact, againſt him, except a negative 


one, vis. That his Conſecration does 


not appear in the Regiſtry of Canter. 
Bury; all the other Marks are evidently | 
on his ſide, of \ which I ſhall fay more 


hereafter. 


1 

2. Hd 1 
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2. Hodgekins Suffragan of Bedford j 
concerning him, they ſay it is uncer- 


tain that he was conſecrated ; and 


ZFfohan. Hodeekins C Johan. London, 
Con ſc. Suf. Decem. q. J Johan. Roff. 
s 29 Hen. 8. a ( Rob. St. Aſaph; 


Concerning his not having a Power 


r. per Place; 


a= n 3. Coverdale and Scory are ſuppogd 0 


not to be conſecrated; becauſe, ſay 


they, There was no Form of Conſe- 


„» cration ſubſiſting, Aug. 31, 1551. (all 
ne which time they are aſſerted to have 
been conſecrated; by Maſon:) For the 
old Form was abrogated at the End of 
as the third, and Beginning of the fourth 
ive of Edward VI. and the new Form was 


des Por eſtabliſh'd, till Jaz. 13, 1551. by 
er- Parliament; which is four Months after 
tly the imaginary Confecration of theſe 
Men, according to the manner of com- 


put ing the Eg/ih Year, from March 


os 
£ 
n 
* 
oft hy! 
- 
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that, as being a Suffragan, he had no 
Power to ordain : his Conſecration ap- 
pears from Cranmer's Regiſter, Fol. 204. 


y © of ordaining, I ſhall treat in its pro- 


bi | 1 | To 


To this Maſon has given a finiſhing 
Anſwer, by ſhewing that the new 


Form was authoriz'd in the third and 
fourth of Edward VI. i. e. ſuch a Form 
as ſhould be devis'd by ſix Biſhops, 


and fix other knowing Men, appoint- 
ed by the King, under the great Seal 
of Enelanud. This Form was afterwards 
cltabli{h*d, and corrobrated by an Act 
5 & 6 Edward VL. hinted at by theſe 
poor Objectioners. EK 
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DOIN 


. CHAP, IL. 


Shall now proceed to examine the 


Nature of theſe Evidences, and 


compare them with what lankind 


allow to be good in all Ages; I have 


been very conciſe hitherto, for the Sake 
of Clearneſs and Perſpicuity: I ſhall 
continue that Method for rhe future, 


as I care not to have the Reader's 


Memory burden'd with Superlluities. 


1 have formerly inſiſted upon Mr. 
Leſlez?s Marks, in relation to other 


Matters of Fact. And if the Evidence 


tor our FEpgliſh Ordination has all thoſe 
Marks, it has all the Evidence as to 
Facts, the Bible or Chriſtianity can 


have: and if the Papiſts deſire more 
in this Particular, they are more ri- 


gorous than for all their other Parts 


of Religion in diſpute. 
The Marks are, 


1. Tat 
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as that Mens outward Senſes, their 
Eyes and Ears, may be Judges of it, 


the Face of the World. 


ſuch Actions, or Obſervances, be inſti- 
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I. That the Matter of Fact be ſuch; 


II. That it be done publickly, i in 


HT. That not only "ublick Mont: 
ments be kept up in the Memory of 
it, but ſome outward Actions are to 
be perform'd. 


IV. That ach Monuments, and 


tuted, and commence from the Time g 
that the Fact was done. 


TI ſhall bring all the abovemention'd 
Particulars to the Teſt'of theſe Marks, 


| and then make my Reflections thereon. 


1. The Writ out of rhe Exchequer, 
to ſeize the Temporalities, is an Ac- 
tion of the moſt publick Nature; to 
which the whole Court of Chancery, 
and the County to which the Sheriff 


belongs, are Witneſſes: To which let 


me add the Receits and Diſcharges of 
the Sheriff, extant, as J am inform'd, 
in 


FH ) 
in the Pipe-Office, have all the cor. 
roborating Circumſtances, which pro- 
duce this firm Evidence, when the See 
became vacant: From whence I con- 
_ clude, that, tho in obſcure Hiſtories, 
you may fill up the Liſts with imagi- 
nary Kings or Biſhops ; theſe Writs 
and Diſcharges are publick Monuments, 
which point out the exact Length and 
Continuance of the Vacancies: ſo that 
4 lying Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtorian cannot 
place in his Catalogue, an Impoſtor up- 
on a full See. Being thus aſcertain'd 
when Cardinal Pale died, I ſhall pro- 
ceed to the next. | e 


2. The Conge d' Elire being ſent to 
the Dean and Chapter, is to be ſeen 
in the Rolls. This Conge d' Elire has 
the ſame Evidence of the Eyes and 

Ears of Numbers, and the Monument, 
viz. The Conge d' Elire, in the Rolls, 
could not be recorded, without the 
Evidence of Numbers: and theſe Re- 
cords are publick Monuments, publick- 

ly ſet up; and as publickly to be ſeen 
by any who pleaſe to view the ſame. 

{ - tr is firſt ſent to the Dean and Chap- 

ter, before it can be recorded; and 
the Conſequences, upon its being ſent, 
were 
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2. 
were publick Aktion in the Face Fe 
the World: and | to ſhew that this Re- 


% © « 


and: cod: into rhe Rolls, the Pub- 
lickneſs of the Fact, and the free Acceſs 


to the Records, render it impoſſible: 


to which ler me add, That the Re- 
giſter of Parker ſtriking 1 in with afſert- 


ing that Licence to have been had 


$ 


from the Queen, and that the Election 
follow'd the firſt of Aug, is another 
Monument of the Fact, as glaring as 
the other : and to which I mult fay a 
few Words more, which will ſerve to 
be applied to che following Facts, as 


they come under my Examination. 


1 fay that two different and publick 


Monuments of the ſame Fact, ſuſtain'd 


in different Places, is infallible Evidence 


for any Matter of Fact whatſoever in 
the World, provided they are of ſuch 


a Nature, as to bz ſuppos'd to com- 
mence immediately fm the Inſtitu- 
tion: for two publick Monuments, in 
different Places, cannot be forg'd alike 
at different times; becauſe, in that Caſe, 
there was a time in which they could 
not ſubſiſt together, which detects the 
Impoſture, and iS againſt our Hypothe- 
RS * can chey be forg'd at the 

ſame 


2 — - . . 4 
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ſame time, deere every Man's Eyes 
are open, and their Senſes awake to 


know a. publick- Action, and a noto- 


rious-FaQt ; and tho there ſhou'd be a 
mutual Conſent of thoſe who keep the 


Regilter and Rolls rogether, to ſupport 


the Cheat, the Eyes of the Publick 
cannot be brib'd. Theſe Records are 
not kept private; and to enter a thing 


as done, when every one cou'd contra- 


dict it, is abſurd, and wou'd expoſe 
the Forgery to all the World. There 
may be a mutual Conſpiracy betwixt 


private Perſons, in relation to private 


Things; but What are the Objects of 
every curious Eye, are not to be ſo uſed: 


(bor laſtance, 


If at this Day, or within our Me. 


mory, an Order of Council, ſhould be 


inſerted in their own Journals, that 
ſuch a Perſon, on ſuch a Day, and in 
any particular Year, ſhould be enrolld 


as Prince of ales, and the "ts AP in 


Chancery ſhou'd teſtify a different Day 


and Year; the Forgery wou'd appear 
in its full Growth as ſoon as it was 
born, for the abovementioned Reaſons. 


Forgery of Records muſt be after 


either of theſe following Methods; by 
#Z | D e 
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raſing out Lines, or putting new ones 
in their room; or by adding to the Top 
or Bottom, or by placing ſurreptitious 
Records in a Place to which they do 
not belong, by filling up Vacancies af. 
ter the Date of the Record, or putting 
an entire new one in the Repoſitory. 
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As to the raſing out Lines, or putting 
is new ones in their room, this i is eaſilx 
16 detected, by even the Eye of a moſt 
i, injudicious Perſon ; however, this has 
5 no relation to our Record of Archbi- 4 
ſhop Parker's. The whole is in one 
Character, except ſix Lines, which is 
only a Vacancy left, and filld up after- 
wards; becauſe there was room to in- 
ſert the Death of Anthony Huſe, and of 
Archbiſhop Parker. The reſt is all of 
2 plece, and if one part of the Record : 
is true, all the reſt mult be ſo likewiſe. | 
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For the ſame Reaſon there can be 
no Addition to an intire Record, fair |* 
in the whole, from the beginning to- 
the end. If there be a Chaſm, and 
Lines are thruſt therein, ſuch Addi. 
tions are to be ſeen; and if they have 
no relation to the Record, they are 
ſuppoſed not to belong to the fame. 1 
ſhall come nay to the laſt, which is the 


main 
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op main Streſs of our Diſpute, The putting 


us an intire new one into the Repoſitory. 


af. If this Regiſter of Parker's had been 
ng the only ſurviving Monument of the 

© Facts, I grant the Poſſibility, in ſuc- 
ceeding Ages, to thruſt in ſuch a For- 


afraid, I can give an Inſtance of that 
nature, in the Tower of London, at 
this Day, if it be not ſince taken away. 
But this Inſtance has relation ro a Fact 
done above 3oo Years out of our Me- 
= mory. | 
But alas ! this Regiſter was view'd 
by our Adverſaries within Memory of 
the Facts“, and this Regiſter is alſo ſup- 


of every important Fact therein con- 
tained, as will farther appear. Upon 


mony of this Regiſter, of the Queen's 


© —— 


185 referr d to by the Parliament in the Year 1556, Seven 
Tears after Parker's Conſecration, It was appeal'd to, 


2 others afterwards, 


B Com- 
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2 gery, amongſt a Croud of Papers, which 
few or none peruſe; and I am much 


ported by double and treble Monuments 


the whole, while we have the Teſti- 


* Maſon obſerves, c. 18. lib. 3. that the Regiſter was 


Anno 1572, Thirteen Years after the ſame ; and by many 
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Commiſſion, and of the Rolls, to a 


Publick Fact; if this has not the Fal- 
neſs of moral Evidence, away go the 
Bible, Chriſtianity, and Popery, down 
the Stream all together. V0 Of 


We are now driving our Adverſar ies 


into a very narrow Compaſs; here muſt 


ſtill be a ſham Archbiſhop impos'd up- 


on the See of Canterbury, altho the 
Queen proceeded to this Formality to 


grant Leave to the Dean and Chapter 


to elect an Archbiſhop to fill up a 


known Vacancy. 


3dly, They proceeded to this Elec- 
tion On the Firſt of Augnſt 2 19 Darker's 


Regiſter is not ſufficient Teſtimony, 
the Queen's Commiſſion to confirm the 
ſaid Election, is a publick Monument 


to ſupport the other. Moreover, this 
Election is as publick an Act, as the 
meeting of a Convocation; all Man- 


kind expect it, and the Omiſſion there- 
of, cou'd be no more paſt over in Si- 


lence, than the Prorogation of our Con- 


vocation can be a Secret to be paſt 


over in Oblivion by the preſent Age. 


Surely this Election, and the Certi- 3 
fication thereof, ſhew that the Dean 


and 
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and Chapter were in earneſt; all theſe 
publick and preceding Actions are 
enough to waken People to expect a 


Conſecration. c 


4thly, The Queen granted two Com- 
miſſions to proceed to Confirmation 


ſt and Conſecration, which are to be ſeen 
- in the Rolls and the Regiſtry. 


I deſire the Reader to obſerve theſe 
Letters Patents are to be publickly read, 
and if any of theſe uſual publick Forms 


are omitted, eſpecially when every Man 


there cowd remember the Methods 


uſed in former Conſecrations, the Court 


muſt have been put in mind thereof, 


and the Clamour would have reach'd 
the Ears of the Papiſts, not entirely 


aſleep at that time of the day.. In this 
Commiſhon, the Names of the Biſhops 


appointed to conſecrate Parker, were 


expreſly mentioned; which, in my opi- 


nion, is fair and open Dealing: but 


till, all this was only to be a Juggle 


at a Tavern. 


Styly, The Confirmation is fo pub- 
lick and formal an Act, and attended 


With ſo many flagrant Circumſtances; 


all the previous Actions are repeated 
| And 
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and inſiſted on; and finally, the defi- 
nitive Sentence was paſt by the four 
| Biſhops, who conſecrated hun after a 
full Examination; that every thing was 
perform'd after a regular Method, ac- 
_ cording to Eccleſiaſtical and Temporal 
Laws. The Queen's Conge M Elire is 


read, and the Publication in Bow-Church 


of the Name of the Perſon to be elec- 


ted, are ſtrong Appeals to the Senſes 
of that Age: And why, when all was 
brought ſo far, when the four Biſhops 


were ready to conſecrate, who were be- 
fore ready to confirm all that was done, 


why there ſhou'd be a ſham Conſecra- 
tion at the Nag's-Head, is to me a very 
unaccountable Suppoſition, and will 
bear only with thoſe who are ſtrongly 


ting'd with Prejudice and Malice be- 


forehand, 


 6rhly, We ſhall now come to the de- 


ciſive Point of the Controverſy, . 
the Conſecration. This was perform'd 


Decemb. 17. by the Four abovemen- 


tioned Biſhops. 


If we grant all the preceding Facts 
to be true, an impartial Reader will 


find they all tended to a Conſecration. 
The Queen's Commiſſion was to con- 


firm 
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firm and conſecrate; and why they 
ſhowd not perform the laſt rightly and 
duly, as well as the firſt, no Reaſon 
can be aſſign'd: the Regiſter gives us 
the whole Proceſs at Lambeth, his 
Temporalities were reſtored to him as 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and he did 
Homage for the ſame to Queen Eli- 
__ * ws 
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1. The A& of Conſecration is ſo pub- 
lick a Fact, that the Eyes and Ears of 
Men are Judges thereof, And after 
theſe previous Solemnities, Men natu- 
rally expected a Conſecration; and 
thoſe who expected it, and found no 
ſuch Thing, would have been compe- + 
tent Evidences that he was not conſe- 
crated. A Thing therefore of ſo pub. 
lick a Nature, could not be pawm'd up- 
on that Age as an Uncertainty. This 
is a negative Application of the firſt 
Mark, and proves that if Parker had 
not been conſecrated at Lambeth, the 
World muſt certainly know that he 
Was not conſecrated there; and it was 
impoſſible to counterfeit a publick Sham 
Conſecration. If] had liv'd ſome Years 
ſince at London, I could certainly know 
that the Duke of Monmouth, upon the 
Death of King Charles, was not pro- 
RE | claimd 
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done publickly, and in the Face of 


(29) 


certainly know Who was proclaim'd, 
. becauſe. my Eyes and Ears are Judges 
of the Fatt. For the ſame Reaſon, 


they who were afterwards born, as 
their Eyes and Ears were not preſent, 


take the Truth of the Fact from their - 
Fathers Eyes and Ears who liv'd before 


them. Fe. av” = A Tk 
2, The Conſecration ought to be 


the World; for all Conſecrations be- 


fore and after were ſo perform'd, and * 
if this was not fo, the whole World, in 
courſe, wowd have exploded it. vou 
cannot put a publick Sham Action up- 
on Men whoſe Eyes are open: you 
may indeed pawm a Biſhop, a Rook, 
or a Knight at Cheſs, but you can by 


no means pawm a Bilhop from the 
Nag's-Head upon Lambeth. Do you 
think he came into the Tavern as a 
Layman, and went out an Archbiſhop 
in his Archiepiſcopal Habit, and ſo took 
water for Lambeth? Wou'd not the 
Mob be gather'd about him at the 


mighty Change, and were not every 


Man's Eyes open upon the firſt Prote- 
ſtant Archbiſhop, when he was intro; 


duced iato the Houſe of Peers? Did 


they all give him Place, and had not 


one Senſe to ask how he came there, 


rough from a Tavern ? Did not the 
Houſe of Lords then conſiſt of a great 
Number, Enemies to Queen Elizabeth, 
and tothe Reformation? 


: If any Man ſhould tell me that King 
James I. was not proclaim'd King of 
England, I would laugh at the Fool 
Who aſſerted it, for his pains ; I would 
= fay he muſt neceſſarily have been pro- 
dlaim'd, becauſe the World were Judges 
of the Fact; and that it was the Cuſ- 
rom to proclaim all our Kings right or 
wrong, and that ſuch a Proclamation 
was of ſo publick a Nature, if it had 
been omitted, every one had been ſen- 
2 ſible of the fame. oat oa 


3. The publick Monuments were 
kept Up, anc publick Actions were per- 
for m'd. | . | SISLS ES 7 6 5 


* 


For if you will not grant the Record 
to be a Monument, I ſhall produce ano- 
5 ther, that continu'd to the Arch- Bi- 
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- ſhop" Death; I mean, his Perſon, 
his is a living Monument, with all 
the Marks attending the ſame: he car- 
- = ries with him Ackions to be perform'd, 
{ = that follow cloſe upon the Inſtitution ; 
t be immediately puts on the Habit; he 


| exerciſes that ſolemn Foppery, the 
E- Biſhop 


e 


# KC 


Biſhop of Bangor. calls Bleſſing, H He. 


ordains “, He takes Poſſeſſion Of Lame 
Fiib, and i is inthron'd in that Chappel ; 


and, in ſhort,” is a Monument of that 


Conſecration, during his whole Life; 
who might be publickly leen in the 


Houſe of Lords, in the Council at Lam. 


beth, and in his own Courts in Perſon, 


or by Proxy every Day. There could 


be no Inſtant of Time, in which he ap- 


pear'd to be a Biſhop, that he was 
not one; becauſe his Arft Sham muſt 


have been detected, by this natural and 


eaſy Queſtion, which forces upon the 


Mind, How came this Man to be a 
Biſhop? 


Tf he had come like pak. the 
pretended Father of the Tranſi Ioanian 
or Bohemian Succeſſion ; (begging the 


Biſhop of Elys, the Biſhop of Peterbo- 


1 and Dr. Beunet's Pardon) from 
the Mountains of Stwitzerlartd ; and told 
the Government he was conſecrated 


there, and needed only the Formality 
of a Tranſlation, to the more pleaſant 
Situation of Lam! eth; and the Govern- 
ment had been ſuch Fools as to have 
8 him: Then the Papiſts might 


5 "*: Parker eddie? d his Biſhops, Grindal, Cox and 
rl * Days after his own Conſecration. | 


have 
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have bpb upon our. at l 
and ask'd if the Pillar of our Epiſcopal. 


Succeſſion Was conſecrated by Bears. 


But to tell me that a Perſon pretend- 


ing to go thro' all our publick Acts 
requir'd to put him into Poſſeſſion of 


his See, could eſcape any one; is to 
tell me, that I can walk from the 
zew Church in the Strand, to Charing- 
Croſs,” without being ſeen by one Mor- 


tal. 


0 Modeſty! ſurely thou reſideſt only 


with the Directors of the South-Sea ! 
Thou art fled from the Pulpit, the Bar, 


the Preſs, and even from the Followers 


of the infallible Prieſt ! Theſe Catholick 
Men make no Conſcience of ſpreading 
an univerſal Lye, 


To" conclude, 1 ſhall obſerve, that 
an the abovementiond Facts "have 


ſuch a Connection with one another, 


and the Regiſter is ſo cloſely link'd in 
with our Rolls; that if one Fact is 


kalſe, all fall down together; Regiſters, 
Rolls of Chancery, C age 4Elires, 1 
millions, Oc. 


1 The Cange PElire is in he Rolls, 
dated July 18. It is in the Regiſter of 
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Arch-Biſhop Parker, in its full Length; 
after the ſame manner, it is likewiſe 
referr'd to in the Queen's Commiſſion, 
to confirm and conſecrate. [LED 


2. That they did elect, appears alſo 
by the ſame Evidences, TY: 


3. That the Election was confirm'd, 
and that the Conſecration follow'd, the 
Regiſter aſſerts: as muſt alſo of courſe, 
the Writ for Parker's Reſtitution to his 
Temporalities, as he is ſtiled there 
Arch-Biſhop of Canterbui). 


I need not ſay how they muſt all give 
the Lye to one another, if Parker was 
not conſecrated with all ſcrupulous Con- 
formity to the antient Manner, 


There is one Objection as weak as 
the reſt before, vig. That Barlowe was no 
Biſhop; and that he alone conſecrated 
Parker, becauſe by our Engliſh Ordinal 


one only pronounces the Words of 
Conſecration, 


To this Maſon anſwers, as to the 
Fact, That they all pronounced the 
Words of Conſecration, and appeals to 
the Regiſter for Atteſtation of the ſame 
| ud 


(29) 
tho the Caſe is different, when the 
| Arch-Biſhop conſecrates a Biſhop, to 
* which only our Office has relation, 
But alas! to attack Barlowe's Epiſco- 
pal Character, what havock muſt they 
make, as I have obſerv'd! They form'd 
their whole Scheme from one Objec- 


] 
a 


- 


tion, that his Name was not found in 


the Regiltry of Lambeth; yet does the 
2 fame Objection lie againſt Stephen Gar- 
diner, their own dear Biſhop. of Min- 
cCheſter, without any Blor upon his 
Character. It is very poſſible a Record 
may be loſt, and that Barloue might 
not be conſecrated at Lambeth; but 
that he ſhould not be conſecrated at 


* Reaſons abovemention'd, in relation to 


ment for 25 Years, 2. e. from his Initia- 
tion, to the Conſecration of Parker, 
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that he was a Biſhop. * Hexry calls him 


Elect of St. Aſaph, but Biſhop of St. 
Davids, to which See he was tranſla- 


_ - Pleat Biſhop of St. Davids, as the Writ 
tor the Reſtitution of the Temporalities 


— 


; 2 * The Writ pro Regio Aſenſu, was Ann. 1 536. 27 
2 7 Hen, VIII. Feb, 22s apud Rymer, 1 eg 
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all, is impoſſible and abſurd, for the 


Parker. Bailowe was a living Monu- 


: ted; ſo that whether he was full Biſhop 
of St. Aſaph or not, he was certainly com. 
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expreſly declares: Tho. Cant. Archiepiſ,” 
Electionem illam acceptaverit, && confir- 


maverit 40. /, fic electum Epiſcopum 


pred. Eccl. Men. præfecit Paſtorem. It 
is evident from hence, he was conſe- © 


crated either before for Ft. Aſaph, or 


ſince for St. Davids, or the Arch-Biſnop 
omitted what, in thoſe Times of Pope- 
ry, I hope, was inſiſted upon, as the 


moſt eſſential Part of the Proceſs. Our 


* 


Laws look upon none as a Biſhop- 


. without Conſecrat ion * yet he did 7 
Homage; he fat in the Houſe of 
Lords, as appears by the Records of 


that Houſe : he was ſummon'd to Par. 
liament by the Records of his own 


See, he ordain'd Priefts and Dea- 


cons; by the Arch-Biſhop's Regiſter, 


Ann. 1541. he join'd Hands with | 
thoſe three, who impos d Hands upon | 


Buckly. - 


That he was elect Biſhop of & Aſaph, 
at leaſt that he fill'd the Biſhoprick 


of St. Davids, during Henry VIIIth's 
Reign, cannot be deny'd; it remains, 


that in that Reign he flipt into the 
Biſhopricks of S. Aſaph and St. Davids, 


without Conſecration: this our Ene- 
mies muſt ſtand to, and here I ſhall 
Mm IRS * 


\ 3! 
pin chem down, till 1 can find them. 
I. again; only T uſt obſerve, 


E That all that Load of Abſurdities 
Tr © follow from denying his Conſecration, 


ſa. as from the rejecting Parker's, with 


or this Addition, That the Burthen falls 
5 with a greater Weight upon ſome 
of our Adverſaries Friends; for his 
= Conlecration was never diſputed till 
Queen Marys Reign; and indeed to 
take the Liberty to begin to queſtion 
4 Conſecration 30 Years after the Fact, 


zs a Preſumption upon common Senſe | 


and common Reaſon, not to be endur'd; 
or, at leaſt, it is calculated only for 
an Autediluvian World. It is alſo a 


Forefathers: However, theſe Men are 
for ſhort Work; it is only ſetring a 
good Face againſt our Records, our 
Hiſtories, and our common Senſe; and 
then down go our Ordinations, and 
the Foundations are {haken at once: 


{ nevertheleſs, I hope theſe Gentlemen 
J 


will not take it ill from my Hands, if 


%E 


after their own Way. 


I 0o return, Barloues Conſecration has 
the tour Marks, and ſo has wey Bi- 
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great Reflection upon the Senſe of our 


in the next Chapter I deal with them 
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ſhop's Conſecration in the World: And, 
as I have obſerv'd, in my Sermon con- 
cerning Spiritual Rebellion, Epiſcopac 
even at the End, proves an Apoſtolick 
Inſtitution in the Beginning; an unin- 
terrupted Chain carries us up to their 
Times. Epiſcopacy is a moſt durable 
Monument, which may, and will laft F 
to the End of the World; and none 
but a Presbyterian, or a ſpiteful Papiſt, 
now endeavours to pull it down, 


Thus much is ſufficient to clear Bar- 
Jozwe. I ſhall next proceed to Hodęeſtcins. 
Concerning him they ſay it was un- 
certain whether he was conſecrated, T ©. 
_ deſire the Reader to take notice, that 
here is only a flat Uncertainty of their. 
_ own making, without any Foundation 
in the whole World. 57 


An Act paſſed 26 Hen. 8. that there 
ſhould be Suffragans of ſuch particular 
Towns, mentioned in the Act, of which 
Bedford was one, and that they ſhou'd 
be conſecrated by the Archbiſhop, and 
by two other Biſhops, or Suffragans. 
In purſuance of this Act, the Craume- 
riam Regiſter teſtifies that Hodgekins 
was conſecrated 29 Hen. 8. So that up- 
on the whole, no real Objection: can 
Or N "us 


e 
lie againſt Hodgekinss Conſecration. It's 
pla in from the Act, that our Suffragans 
| were more than Presbyters, and were 
allowed to ordain. Let-Damaſus in- 
„ veigh againſt the Suffragans in for- 
mer Days, all Bifhops of our National 
Church are Suffragans, with Juriſdiction, 


College, Not even the * Archbiſhop 


by that College for Crimes, or be 
=Z ſuſpended during pleaſure. 


'' Thdeekins therefore has all the four 
Marks on his Side; and his Conſecra- 
tion is as evident as that of any Biſhop 
ia the World. 


- ry and Cheerdale, they have alto the 
Advantage of the Marks; and the poor 
Object ion againſt them, has been al- 
ready anſwer'd: And now I ſhall pro- 
ceed. EINE 
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74 Led Chief Juſtice Holt was indeed of another Opi- - 


2 nion in Watſon's Caſe. But the Reaſons he gave in Court, 
 Jhew'd that he tall'd out of his Profeſſion as a Lawyer, 
I. no Affront to ſay of him, what ve may ſay of the very 
Oracle of the Law, Sir Edward Coke, he was a good 
Lawyer, tho @ wretched Divine. Sor | 


for they are Suffragans to the Epiſcopal 


© himſelf excepted, who may be depriy'd 


Concerning the remaining two, Sco- 


F CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 


Y this time the Reader may ſee, 
with what frontleſs Aſſurance the 
Papiſt denies our Epiſcopal Succeſſion; |: 
which, praiſed be God, we 3 and 
I hope {ſhall enjoy to the End of the 
World. He may alſo ſee how barba- 
rouſly they treat our Clergy, who go 
over to them. They make them re- 
nounce the moſt ſolemn Commiſſion, 
conferr'd upon them, in the World; 
nay, they make them even cat their 


__ own Dung, call themſelves execrable 


Villains, and all upon the iight Pre- 
ſumptions before diſcuſs'd. They are 
fo far from having Proof on their ſide, 
that the whole Strength and Fulneſs 

thereof is with us, all the Atteſtation 
Matters of Fact can have, is our own; 

and no Atteſtation that a Matter or 
Pact deſeryes, is theirs, 


That a Story not ſet on foot till 4o 
Years after the Fact was ſuppos'd to be 
done, and then given out in an obſcure 
and ridiculous manner by one Neale, 
mould vie with the Evidence for our 
Con- 


ITT” 
Conſecration, is to ſet a Candle in com- 
petition with the Sun, 


I need not ſay how unfortunate it 
was, that when they thought all the 
Witneſles were dead; the Earl of Not- 
tingham, a Perſon of Honour, and Lord 
High Admiral of England, ſhould juſt 
keep his Eyes open long enough to be 
an Evidence againſt them, who was 
himſelf preſent at the Conſecration. 


If all the Witneſſes had been dead, 


and all the Records loſt of thoſe early 


Times, the ſucceeding Acts of Parker till 
his Death, are fo many Monuments that 
he was a Biſhop: nor have our Adver- 
ſaries any thing to urge, that wou'd be 


an Evidence in the meaneſt Court of 


Judicature in Exgland, againſt him. 


If I ſhould ſay that I have been told 
it was whiſperd in King James IPs 


Reign, that St. Peter never was at 


Rome ; J wou'd be glad to know what 


Anſwer a Papiſt wou'd return: if E 


may venture to gueſs for him, he wou'd 
inſiſt very hard upon Catholick Tra- 
dition; if he lets go that Hold, St. Pe- 


ter tumbles down with his Infallibili- 


ty at his Tail, and a whole Succeſſion 
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of tying Popes ; who, in that Caſe, carry 
none of St. Petei's Keys by their ſides. 
Have we not as much Tradition on 
our part, as they on theirs? They 
have the Teſtimony of St. Irexeus and 
Tertullian, who perhaps ſaw the Regi- 
ſters, and perhaps not: we have the 
_ Teſtimony of thoſe who actually did 
ice our Regiſters, and we have the 
Originals ſtill, They have no Edits 
of the ſecular Power to confirm St. 
Peter, or beſtow upon him the Tem- 
poralities : we have all theſe ſtill in our 
Records to be ſeen, and ſtand the Teſt 
of the moſt exact Eye. Y 


If they pretend univerſal Tradition, 
that St. Peter was Biſhop of Rome; if || | 
they mean thereby Catholick Tradition, = 
I ſhall diſpute that Point, or at leaſt F |} 
dety them to prove it without the help 
of Mr. Le/ley's Marks, which muſt 
give them a Lift, or the Foundations 
will ſhake. For Jreneus and Tertul- 
lian, one at L,yorrs, and the other in 
Africa, are poor and flender Teſtimo- 
nies for the pompous and ſolemn Pre- 
tence to univerſal Tradition. And if 
our Tradition 1s not much Rp; 


and more indubitable, let the Reader 
judge. For, e eee | 


1/}, The Papiſts univerſally pretend 
that St. Peter was Biſhop of Rome 25 
Years, and their whole Chronology 


been proved, that he cou'd be there on- 


2 ly the laſt three Years of his Life, by 
ITeſtimonies themſelves cannot diſprove, 
But is there any Contradiction in our 


7 Chronology ? Do not the Years fall in 
exactly? and have we not all the con- 
curring Evidences hand in hand loving- 
ly marching together, without one 
Chaſm or Hallucination. 


But as to the Papiſts, what Provi- 
ſion have they made with their univer- 
fſal Tradition, for 22 Years Vacancy in 
the See of Rome? 


If they ſay they have univerſal Tra- 
dition on their Side, becauſe it does not 
appear that the Fact was ever denied; 
I 1 anſwer, that this is no Proof, unleſs 
the Fact is prov'd to have poſitively 
exiſted by either concomitant Marks, 
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or external Teſtimonies. This Fact has 
no external Marks, except the Succeſ- 
ſion, and even here it is deficient, be- 


cauſe it does not appear, by authentic 
Records, that the See of Rome was 
ever called the Chair of St. Peter, till 


a much longer time after his ſuppos'd 


Reſidence there, than can be pretend- 


ed on our Side of the Queſtion ; for we 
have ten thouſand Teſtimonies that 


Parker was Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
of equal Standing with the Fact, and 


they have none for St. Peter. I pray 
where are his Leaſes and Diſcharges ? 
Did he ever appear in the Senate in his 
Pontifical Habit? Or did he ever paſs 
his Accounts with the Emperor of Rome? 


Surely it muſt be acknowledg'd, that 


whatever Miſchief the Secular Power 


has done to Religion, it has perform'd 


Service in this reſpect, that it has ſet 
up ſo many more Marks, both of the 
Fillings up, and Vacancies of Biſhop- 


ricks: for which Reaſon, our Cantua- 
rian Catalogue has run up much clear- 


er to St. Auſtin, than the Roman; with 


this Advantage, that our Facts are all 
clear and open to the Sun, and theirs 


were in the Dark, in the Preſence only 
of a tew Believers. And in our own 
'Times we may remember, no Diſputes 
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concerning our Succeſſion were ever 
rais'd by ſcrupulous Men in a conſcien- 


tious manner; and not out of Malice, 


till the Secular Stream came up againſt 


us: it waſh'd away many of our Marks; 


and our private Conlecrations, owing 
to external Accidents, were objected as 
a Crime, by Perſons who meant us no 
ill; only they did not conſider the Cir- 
cum ſtances of the Primitive Church. 

It is very uncertain, whether the 
moſt early Ages took any Care to have 
even Regiſters. Euſebius gives us the 


| beſt Catalogue we have; and even in 


that are innumerable Miſtakes : from 
whence it is evident, he did not copy 
from any indubitable Archive, like ours 
of Lambeth; yet he had no more than 
(nor indeed full) three Centurics to ac- 


count for: yet our Catalogue has thrice 


the Number of Years, without the Ana- 


chroniſms or Blunders this Hiſtorian fell 
Yet {hall Men, whoſe whole 


into. 
Religion depends upon St. Peter's Suc- 
ceſſion, inſult us with a Naz's-Head 
Conſecration? With the three * firſt 
Succeſſors of St. Peter, there is one 


K 
* 


Some place them thus, Li nus, Cletus, Clemens, Ana- 
cletus. Others make Cletus and Anacletus the ſame. 
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more than ever was born. Chrono- 


logy muſt ſtoop to the Confuſion of 


Perſons, and Confuſion of Perſons muſt 
confound Chronology : and 1n this Caſe, 
how do your beſt Accounts bring Bi- 
ſhops upon full Sees, and .make the 
whole Succeſhon a perfect Chaos? 


I do not deny the higheſt Probability 
that St. Peter was Biſhop of Rome, be- 


cauſe the Evidence of Trenuys and Ter- 


tullian go far with me: bur was I to 
aſſume the part of a Gnoſtick, and a 


Papiſt the Character of a Catholick, in 
Tertulliam's Days, with leſs Senſe, and 


the modern way of Reaſoning, St. Peter 
would have a poor Advocate. 


For the Reader's Information and 


Improvement, I {hall form a ſhort Dia- 
logue for that Purpole. _ 


Cath. Is it impoſſible the Gnoſticks 
* can be the Chureh of Chriſt, or teach 
* Apoltolick Doctrines, as they have nei- 


© ther their Succeſſion, nor their Doc- 


© trines from the Apoſtles. 


G70ft. * We have equally both with 
_ © yourſelves, if not ſtronger Evidence 
than you can pretend to have.? 


Cath, 


RY, 


ES 


_ (a) _ 


- Cath. From whom did you receive 


* your pretended Apoſtolick DoQrines of 


Groft. * Baſilides was inſtructed by 
© Glaucias, the Diſciple of St. Peter. 


* But 1 pray from whom did you receive 


* yours f 


Cath. From St. Peter in Perſon, who 


was Biſhop of Rome, and Supreme 


© Head of the Church. But what Proof 


have you that Glaucias was the In- 


*{truQtor of Baſilides; or at leaſt, that 
c lie taught Baſulides Apoſtolick Doc- 
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Grnoft. We have the Teſtimony 
© of our whole Church: and what Teſti 


mony have you that St. Peter was 
| © Biſhop of Rome, and ſupreme Head 


of the Church? 


Cath. * Your Evidence is not the 


Evidence of the Church, but of Here- 
© ticks; we have on our fide Catholick 


© Tradition, 


| Gnoft. * Nay; but you are Judges in 
* your own Caſe, which 1s not fair : 
we bid as well for Catholiciſm as you, 
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© and if we are Catholicks, our Evidence 


© is Catholick as well as yours, at leaſt. 


Cath. © You are not Parts of the 
© Catholick Church.? | 


_ .. Gnoft, © Why are we not?“ 


Cath. * Becauſe you are not. 


Gnuoſt. This poor Anſwer is the Re- 
ſult of all you can ſay; you are ſo, be- 
* cauſe you are ſo: and I may truly ſay, 


you are Fools, becauſe you are ſo. 


If you have nothing more to urge, we 

* are ſtill upon a Level.“ 8 
Cath. We have external Teſtimonies 

© for St. Peter's being Biſhop of Roe, 


the Fathers of the Primitive Church, | 
© the Archives, and the Succeſſion infiſt- | 


* ed upon by the preſent Poſſeſſors from 
St. Peter. f 


Groft. As to your Fathers, they 


were not competent Judges of St. Pe- 


' © Zer's being Biſhop of Rome, when 


they are not competent Judges even 


| © of ſetrling his immediate Succeſſor 
Linus, and leſs of the ſucceeding Bi- 
* ſhops. As to your Archives, it is not 
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| © certain whether you had any till 209 


© Years after St. Peter; and as to your 


« Succeſſion, it is only a Proof of your 


« ſtrong Mountebank Pretences, but not 
© of St. Peter's Supremacy, nor Reſi- 


© dence, becauſe no Marks are carried 


* with the Succeſſion. to your Times. 
© Trenens was the firſt who mention'd 
* plainly even your Succeſſion, and he 


© did not flouriſh till almoſt the latter 


* End of the ſecond 2 indeed 
* afterwards, more particularly in St. G- 


* priar's Time, your See made a more for- 
midable Figure : but that long Space 


© between the Year 68, and the latter 


End of the ſecond Century, is mere 
* Darkneſs, no kind Marks nor Lights 
gare ſet up, to ſhew St. Peter in an 


* advantageous Manner, nor his Fol- 


© lowers after him .? 


Upon the whole, I conclude ; the 
Gnoſticł, in this manner, would confute 


the Catholick at his own Weapons ; 


for when we have no Evidence, ex- 


cept the Credibility of Witneſſes, this 


Credit is Arbitrary, and depends upon 
a good or bad Opinion firſt conceiv'd : 
but this is no Proof to an Adverſary, 
it's only a civil begging the Queſtion, 


which no body is oblig'd to grant, 
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But when we come to ſtrict Evidence, 
we are neither oblig'd to one nor other 
for their Conceſſions; as for thoſe who 
fight againſt eternal Truths, we reſign 
them to Bedlam, or to the Regian of 
Darkneſs, if they love it better than 
0 TT 


J appeal to che Reader, whether St. 
Peter does not ſtand an odd Chance, 
if Arch-Biſhop Parter's Conſecration 

can be falſe: if the Nature of Things 
Will ſuffer it to be ſo, we have no cer- 
tainty in the World; St. Peter may ne- 
ver have been at Rome; nay, even the 

Bible itſelf may be an Impoſture, and 
what then will become of Popery itſelf ? 


It is perfect Caſtle-building in Con- 
troverly, to raiſe Superſtructures with- 

out laying a Foundation; but it is 

mere Madneſs for People to undermine 
their own Foundations. 


They may enervate, if they pleaſe, 
the Truth of the Bible; but who will 
come ſooner into Popery for that? If 
the Moſaick Inſtitution is a Trick, if 
Chriſtianity is no better; Popery will 
fare ſtill worſe, it will be only a Trick 
ppon a Trick. 1 ions 


(45) 

If I ſhowd ask how we prove the 
Bible, I need not ſay what Evidence 
the four Marks afford for that Purpoſe : 
The! Papiſt will tell you, he believes 
the Truth of the Sacred Writ, becauſe 
the Church commands him. And he 
quotes a fooliſh Saying of St. Auſius 


for that Purpoſe ; and yet if he does 


not believe the Church, upon the Cre- 


dit and Authority of the. Bible, it's a 


very unſeriptural Church, and not wor- 


thy of any Belief at all: ſo that here 


is 4 manifeſt Circle, large enough for 
the Pope and all his Cardinals ro dance 
in, for if I believe both upon the Au- 


| thority, of each other, it is no better. 


A Diſſenter will tell you of inter- 
nal Marks; but internal Evidence for 
Matter of Fact, 1s only taking vo 


for granted well told. 


On the other ade. the four Marks 


ſupply all theſe Defects, which, I could 


eaſily ſhew, abundantly prove the hi- 


ſtorical Part of the Bible; which, if we 
grant to be true, Matters of Faith c come 


in of courſe. 


It is poſſible Moſes might contrive a 
very handſome Fiction, concerning the 
| Creation 
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Creation of the World; but he cowd not 


perſuade the Generation, with whom 


he liv'd, out of their Senſes, that m_— 
1 


paſſed the Red. Sea, and went thro a 


thoſe Tryals in the Wilderneſs, if the 

Matters of Fact had not been true. 

Here, the external Evidence of their 
Eyes and Ears went along with the 
Credit of the Hiſtorian to ſupport it; 
ſo up from time to time, we ſhall find all 
the material Relations ſupported in 
that manner. The Paſſover, particu- 


larly, was a noble Monument of Mat. 
ters of Fact, to a Deiſt only incredible, 


becauſe he does not give himſelf Time 
or Leiſure to ſcan the Evidence. 155 


The twelve Tribes were Monuments 
of all that Part of the Bible, relating 
to the three great Patriarchs, Abra- 


ham, Iſaac, and Jacob. And if we can 


but prove that the Sabbath was inſti- 


tuted before the Precept of Moſes for 


that Purpoſe, in memory of God's reſt. 
ing on that Day, it's a glorious Monu- 
ment of the Creation of the World in fix 
Days; and conſequently the whole Book 
of Geneſis is firmly eſtabliſh'd, beyond 
the Power of the Deiſt to attack. 


Either 


. 0 


Either the Papilts muſh find out bet · 
ter Evidence than the four Marks, or 
Evidence equal or below them. The 
firſt I ſhall heartily congratulate them 
upon, when I ſee it done: The ſe⸗ 


cond I never apprehend : And the 


aſt, I hope, will not vie with longer 
Evidence than its own. - 


1 ex pect that ir e on 


which 19 —1 ſo much build their No- 
velties, has Marks ſuperior to the 


four, otherwiſe they muſt embrace 
an Equality; and then their on Reh- 
gion muſt ſtand or fall with/ Parker's 


| Conſecration. It is equally confirm'd, 


as any Article of their Faith; and ſure- 
ly a Papiſt, by this time, may ſit eaſy 


with TY ſame. L therefore, here chal- | 
lenge any Papiſt in the World, to ſhew 


theſe ſuperior Marks, or for ever to 


hold their tongues, or confeſs the 


Chicanry to the Publick. 


I moreover ack them, hat Benefit 


they can propoſe by. che, Ruins of Chri- 
ſtianity : but it's moſt certain they bring 


theſe Ruins about their Ears, when 


they take away all the Evidence for 


our Religion. The Old Teſtament is 


the main Prop of. the New ; for if chat 
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PR, © 
is true, the Deiſt is thrown from his 
own Principles, and muſt acknowledge 
Revelation: but if you tell a Deiſt of 
internal Marks, he will laugh at them; 
he will require you to remove his Ob- 
jections after another manner; he ma 
queſtion even the Exiſtence of Moſes, 
and aſcribe the hiſtorical Part of the 
Bible, to the Fiction of ſome Impoſtor. 
In what manner will a Papiſt manage 
ſuch a rough Adverſary? you can ne- 

ver cram. Infallibility and Church- 
Power down his Throat. Blaſphemy, EF 
_ Hereſy, and ſuch Terms, are the Sub-. 
jects of Mockery to him. +55: 


If he asks what Advantage Chriſtia- 
nity has over Mahometaniſm, as to the 
Evidence of its being the true Religion, 
without external Marks, it will be hard 
to prove that there was ſuch a Perſon 
as our bleſſed Saviour in the World, 
I mean ſuch Proof as will confute a 
Deiſt: we know very well the Jews 
have not been wanting, in fixing an 
Impoſtor upon the Greeks. my 


Yet I can eaſily prove the Impoſſibi- 
lity of playing ſuch an Impoſition upon 
the World, becauſe the Apoltles were 
living Monuments, who appeab'd N 11 
0 ä E 1 
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(4) 
Teſtimony of the Age in which they | 
liv'd, for the Truth of the Facts rela- 
ted. But if I ſhould be calpd upon, to | 
prove that there were ever ſuch Men | 
as even the Apoſtles in the World, the | 
Church may ſay ſo as often as {he'plea- j 
ſes, a Deiſt is prejudic'd againſt her j 
Evidence before-hand. But he may 9 
ſee the Monuments of thoſe Apoſtles = 
every day before his Eyes, viz. Biſhops: 
the Presbyterian may gnaſh his Teeth, 1 
he can never deſtroy this Evidence; | 
and the Papiſt, in enervating the ſame,  ' 
muſt looſen his whole Machine of Po- 
pary AT ante. ... 0 


Good God, that they who can ſay no- 
thing in their own Buse without Tra- 
dition, can pull down the Work of their 
own Hands, is unaccountable ! a good 
Foundation they have built upon with 
Hay, Straw, Stubble, c. There is 
not a forg'd Miracle, a Legend moſt 
prepoſterous in its own Nature, which is | 
not dangerous even to queſtion; becaufe 
the Church and Tradition, are brought | 
in to ſupport them: And how many _ | 
of theſe Tricks force their Way to Ve- Y 
neration and Credit, tho the Pads are 
inſupportably ridiculous? They muſt 
be true, becauſe the Church tells them, 
- F andit is impoſſible the Church ſhould 
lye. H When 
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awd to believe; Morſels infinitely more 
choaking than our Nag g- Head Conſe- 
cCration, have found an eafy Paſſage. 


Conſecration. 


for the Catholick Cauſe; theſe had it 


(60) 


When Men are thus prepar'd, and 


If the four Marks are too low, they 5 
are ſtill above any Evidence, a Papiſt | 
can produce for any of thoſe Points, in 


which they diſſent from the Church of 
England. This I can openly maintain, if 
they are ſo forward as to put me to 


A x . J 


Having premis'd this, I ſhall leave 
to the Reader's Judgment, the Nature 
and Quality of the Evidence they have 
us'd, to overthrow Arch-Biſhop Parker's 


* 


The story was not publiſh'd till the | 


Year 1600, 1. e. 49 Years after the ſup- 


pos'd Fact. Conſtable and Champmneys had 


5 ir from many | of the antient Clergy, 


who were Priſoners in Wisbich Caſtle 
from Nezle. 

I éobſerve, that to overtura a Fact, Þ 
attended with all the Circumſtances 
abovemention'd, here is perhaps as 
weak an Allegation,. as ever was pro- 
duc'd tor fo great an Occaſion, There 
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is no certainty, in the firſt place, that 


Neile was preſent at the Conſecration; 
in the ſecond, that he knew in what a 
Conſecration differ'd from a Confirma- 


tion; nor in the third place, that he 


did not lye ; nor in the fourth place, 
that he affirm'd what is alledg'd, 


as ro his Part; nor in the fifth, whe- 


ther the Priſoners in Misbich Caſtle told 


any ſueh thing to Conſtable and Champ» 


I theſe five Points hold againſt us, 


* we. muſt neceſſarily caſt in another 
| Suppoſition ; that the whole Nation, 
except Nezle, were caſt into a profound 
Sleep, while this Piece of Magick was 


- 


Working. 


And greater Magick ſtill is work 
ing with theſe poor Creatures, to break 


into all their own Sentiments, in ſo 
outrageous à manner; for if univerſal 
Conſent, or univerſal Silence to a pub- 


lick Affirmation for 40 Vears, Will 


not prove an undeniable Atteſtation, 
I am ſure Popery is in a miſerable Con- 
dition. _ | Py 


1 » 6 


- If chePapiſt could perſuade me, that 
they are the only religious Party that 


never tell Lyes, I could never be in- 
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ning; and their Numbers of improbable 


Ground is taken away. 


duc'd to think but that they border as 
near upon lying, as a Caſuiſt upon ſin- 


Stor ies, ha ve procur'd them a very ill 
Name in the World. © 2 


e chop Ae ama dth;as 
Crutches they can to the Lame, and not 


ſupplant their trembling Feet, and 
kick up their Heels. How many Saints 
and Martyrs of theirs cou'd I diſſolve 
into ſoft Air? 11000 Virgins I cou'd 


ſend to dance in Fairy Land, and caſt 
in the three Kings of Colon, to make a 
compleat Ball N 


I have obſerved, that Spirits never 
appear where People are not afraid of 
them; nor do Lyes ever take root 


where the Soil is not diſpos'd to nou- 
"Tiſh their Growth. Miracles ſprang 


up in every Pariſh 100 Years ſince; 


but alas! the Empire of Falſchood has 


loſt Ground upon its Frontiers in one 
Place, and gain'd it in another; its Do- 
minion is encreas'd, tho the inchanted 


8 


Thus far J have diſcarg'd myſelf, as 


to the material Part of our Contro- 


verly : if there is any Modeſty, or Con- 
cern for Truth remaining with our Ad- 
verſaries, 


Þ Re 


| erſaries, now is their Time to ſtand ? 
yp fo their Honour. I make this 


(3) _ 


olemn Challenge in the Face of the 


World, chat chey only clear theſe! fol- 
19wing Points. 


1. Shew ſtronger Evidence for any 


Matter of Fact, than the four Marks. 


2. Compare their pretended Tradi- 


tioh with the Evidence of the Marks. 


3. Prove the Truth of either the Old 


or New Teſtament without them. 


4. Give me equal Evidence for any 
Pope, or Biſhop of Rome's being conſti- 


tured, not except ing even St. Peter 
with that for the Conſecration of Parker, 


5. Give me equal Evidence for any 
controverted Article of Religion, ſup- 
ported merely by the Authority of 


what they call their Church. 


When they have fully ſettled theſe 


Points, I hope we ſhall hear no more 


of their ſeducitig People into their Re- 
ligion, by Tricks and Lyes; for they are 
the certain Attendants of Falſehood. 
Truch calls tor no Advocates, except 
Senſe and good Reaſon; if they cannot 


diſpute : Men fairly into right Notion? 
of Things, they. had better ' recur to 
their old Arguments of Fear and Ter- 
ror: tho - I charitably imagine, that 
Piece of barbarous Bigotry is extin- 
guiſh'd in the World. 18 


The Clamour and Triumphs of the 

Papiſts, upon their new Conqueſts, and 
particularly their being lately counte- 
nanc'd by Apoſtates from our moſt 

holy Religion, has indeed ſenſibly ſtruck 

me with Concern; and the more, be- 

cauſe they ſteal Souls without giving 
them or us fair Play. A moſt inexcu-. 
fable Fault it is, to go over to their 
Tents without conſulting us firſt; to 
take up a new Religion, upon the Cre- 
dit of Men, who hold it meritorious, 

to cheat Men out of their Senſes and 
eternal Happineſs at once. 


I am continually inform'd, that the 
chief Topicks they inſiſt upon, are, 1/7, 
Our Succeſſion. 2400, That our Religi- 
on is merely a Parliamentary one. The 
firſt they ay clean off by dint . 
Aſſurance, and dazling People with 
Fein <7: 


The ſecond has no more the Advantage 
of Truth than the firſt, I obſerve that it 
no Diſgrace to Chriſtianity, to be ſup- 
ported by the Civil Power; for when 
| EE 3 
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Part of our Conſtitution, it 
is more ſtrongly rivetted in a Kingdom. 


Our Convocation and Parliament 
went hand in hand to extirpate Pope- 
yy: rogeryer 035 nn” HET = 


For in the * Year 1547, in Edward 
VIth's Reign, the Parliament paſs'd a 
Bill, that the Sacrament ſhowd be gi- 
ven in both kinds: at the ſame time 

the Convocation ſign'd a Declaration 


for the ſame Purpoſe, without one con- 
. tradictory Vote, on Nov. 29. And, on 
the Decem. 17 the Marriage of the Cler- 
| gy was ſign'd by 35, againſt 14. And 


in the ſucceeding Year, when the Par- 


liament met again, the Convocation 


took the Matter into debate, and car- 
ried it for a Permiſſion to the Clergy 
to marry, by a Majority, xp. 
The new Service was complied with 
unanimouſly, and all the ſucceeding 
Alterations in Religion were attended 
at leaſt, by even the greateſt Enemies 
thereto, with Occaſional Conformity ; 
ſa that, if there cowd poſſibly com- 
mence a Schiſm, by the Steps taken at 
the Emegliſh Reformation, the Papiſts 
were univerſally involv'd therein, and 
ſo continu'd till the whole was com- 


i pleated : when indeed the Pope's Bull 


* See Burnett's Hiſtory of the Reformation. P. 2. B. 1. 
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came out, they began to look about 
them; hut before, their Conſciences; 


were aſleep: nor could even the 
ſtricteſt of them entertain any Sefiti- 


ments of ſuffering for Religion. Ban- 


ner himſelf, chat cruel Eccleſiaſtick, 
went tamely along with the Stream, 
and took the Oath of Supremacy. He 


enlarg'd his Conſcience ſo far, that he 
took a Commiſhon from King Faward 


for his Biſhoprick : but in Proſperity, 
he was tyrannical; and in Adverſity, 


ſubmiſſive even to a Degree of Scandal. 


Ours was a National Reformation, 
the whole Church concurr'd in it; and 


as we can prove ourſelves a free Church, 
and independant of any foreign Power, 


we had Authority to reform, which 


was done in a regular manner, by the 


Agreement both of Church and State. 


As to the Pretence of Schiſm occaſion'd 


by Lay Deprivation, I S 


Queen Mary was the Lay Depriver, as 
any one may ſee who conſults Rymer. 


VD pon the whole, I conclude, that as 

it is more eaſy to ſpoil good Work, 
than to mend it; fo the Papiſts have 
made it their Buſineſs to caſt a Slur 
upon our Reformation, tho a Refine- 


ment upon-cheir groſs and abſurd Plan: 
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for ſurely Chriſtianity never went thro 
a worſe Purgatory than thro their 
Hands. Its Doctrines and Worſhip 
have been miſerably perverted, and 
daſh'd with the Abſurdities of Paganiſm. 
New Rye is like the old, except that 
the old Gods have loſt their Poſts, and 
new ones have taken their Places. The 
Temples are only the Habitations for 


new Maſters and Miſtreſſes, for whom 
Incenſe burns every day, 95 


Ie the Patrons of this mix d Religion 


| will anſwer my ſerious Challenge, I 


promiſe, if they ſend it to my Hands, 


to procure it to be printed, with all the 


Advantages of Confutation I can give 
it; proteſting at the ſame time, my 
Charity for them, and Pity for their 
Circumſtances. We go hand in hand in 
ſuffering, tho' our Thoughts are wide- 


ly diſtant, | EN 


Theſe Gentlemen may very well be 
content to be upon the Defenſive ; they 
will not endure a Convert from their 
Religion abroad, and why we ſhould 


_ ſuffer it at home, I can aſſign no Rea- 


ſon. State-Helps we renounce and de- 
reſt; if fair Reaſon is on their ſide, in 


| God's Name let them have a |] imagina. 


1 ble 


| \ 58 
ble Succeſs; if not, Ia 
vert only Fools. 


m ſure they con- 


The great Days have been, when 
they durſt not ſhew their Heads againſt 
a Jewel, a Laud, or a Chillineworth ; if 
they have got better Senſe or Reaſon 

ſince, let them ſhew it to the World. 


I have been told, within 24 Hours 

from the penning of theſe Lines, by a 
Prieſt of theirs, of undoubted Reputa- 
tion, Eminence and Character, in his 
way, That they have made more Con- 
verts within fix Years laſt paſt, than 


in King James's Reign, when Intereſt I. 
and the Smiles of a Court infinuated Þ| 


like Poiſon into the Hearts of Ren. 


Yet their Prieſts are Men of mode- 
rate Abilities. Their Seminaries I have 
view'd, and their Libraries, not except- 
ing &. Omers, are not ſufficient to fur- 
niſh an Egliſb Country Divine enough 
for his Pariſh. In all theſe Debates, F 
never knew two agree together in the 
ſame Scheme, nor one who cou'd fay a 
Word when he was caſt out of his 
Road or Method of talking. 
Have I not known a Jeſuit and Sor- 
boniſt fall together by the Ears them 
ſelves in detending their own Religon? 


222 


The Gallicum Church, whoſe Senti- 
ents I have made it my Buſineſs to 
nquire into, have as wiſely a different 
plan from the reſt, as two Oppoſites 
an have. OV Rn. 


The prevailing Popery, in Queen 
liabeth's Reign, was infallible Sub- 
niſſion to the Pope, as ſupreme and 
infallible Monarch of the Univerſe, 
both in Spirituals and Temporals. Prin- 
Tes held all their Dominions in Fief of 
him, and Paſſive Obedience was clean- 
y thruſt out of doors. All the Repub- 
lican Notions of depoſing and murder- 
ing Kings, were pure Popery, ſaving 
the Privileges of that ſole Monarch. 


Since the Gallicaun Church have al- 
ter'd the whole Scheme of Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Government, and made it a mere 
Common-wealth; the Pope is no more 
Infallible, he is a Servant of a General 
Council, and the Supreme Power re- 
ſides therein. | 55 


If this does not create an eſſential Dif. 
ference in their Principle of Unity, 1 
have no more to ſay: nay, this Diffe. 

rence rends their Church in twain, and 


the 


the Splitting evidently. appears, when! 


ever T General Council ſhall depoſe 
Pope for Hereſy, or for erroneous Senti 


If they have ſhifted a new Religio 
upon us ſince the Reformation, they may 
ſhift again and again, to Eternity; ye 
common Modeſty might perſuade the 
to forbear the Pretence to Infallibility 
and Unanimity. 


I deſire the Reader to form his 
Judgment of their Modeſty, by conſi- 
dering this Treatiſe, and bid him fare- 
well tor the preſent. . 
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